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— Rom. XII. ver. 21. | 


Be not overcoms * Evil, * overcome Boil with. 
7 ? N & : Wh Cos , | 
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x HE RE! is E 1. is more ew: . 
- ly enjoin'd, or more vehemently inforc'd, than that | 
T Brotherly-love and Charity; and (as the ne- 
ceſſary Preſervative of that) mutual Forbearance| 
and en 1 And indeed, (to uſẽ ſome of St. Paul's own 
Jn ice Words) Phil. 2. 2.] If there be. any Conſolation in 
5 Vif any Comfort of Love, if any F wſhip of-the Spirit, 
8 7 Bowels and Mercies : That i is, If Men had any com- 
_ cd Senſe of Tenderneſs or Humanity, of the Endearments| 
of 1 Love, of that Spiritual Union and Sympathy 
5 which(g ht to be between 'T'hbſe who are Members of the 
- the ſame dy, of the infinite Love of G OD, ſo kindly, 
[28 comfortably extended to us through his own Dearly Beloved 
Son Feſws Cbrift. In brief, If the kindly — of Na- 
aue or the gracious Influences of the-Holy Spirit had their. 
| 5 upon Mens Hearts, We might well expect tc 
ce the. happy Effects of it in their Chriſtian Deportment One 
— > 6k "nag ; in their Kindneſs:and Tender-heartedneſsy d 
their Humbleneſs of Mind, their Mekneſs and Long-ſuffering 
and rheir Readjnels to forgive, even as God, for Cb lake 
& merdiful to forgive them. : 
Thi, I confeſs, appears extreamly debe lein Specula A 
tien, conſidering the many Engagements, and the powerfu | 
; Inducemetirs that we have to the Performance of this Du 
But yet, God knows, chere is bur little'sf ir to be ſeen in Pr 
Qiice and Experience. 
For alas! there is ſo.groſs an, Allay of Weakneſs and Cor 
ruption in Humane Nature; ſo many Seeds of Diſcord in o 
* 7 Make And Conltration 3 ſuch b Dione in in our ir Palos 
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Degree of Grace, to ſtifle the ſenſe of Injuries which is uſually very keen, 


and to ſuppreſs the deſire of Revenge, which is every hit as paſenatei; | I, 
and to keep; up our Chriſtian Charity {til warm and fervent, amidſt ſo 
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ſo many occaſions of Offence, given or taken; fo many Bones of Conten- 
tion to ſet us a Snar ling and Biting. and Devouring one avorher,, that ie : 
- muſt needs require a very grea-Compoledne(s of Mind, and no moderate 


much, and (as it will always appear to the. f 


king Iniquity as the World abounds with. fo < A | 


— 6. 


4 E357 4 nf d Sos Ft 55 IG ME. Dun een 1 
Asad therefore, ſince This muſt be confeſa d to be a Pitch of Virtue tar 


I has its Diffhlties, Our Bleſs'd Lord was pleaſs d to lay His Command on 


this Command he has prefs'd upon Us by All the Conſiderations of Duey | 
and Gratitude, and by the moſt engaging Motive of His own Matchleſs Ex- _ | 


| the Spirit of God has vouchſaf'd to ply Us (if I may fo peak) with all ra- 
riety of Arguments; and in particular, {o far to:condeſcend to our In- 


And of this the Text is one gracious Inſtance. For, after the Apoſtle 
lad ſtrictly inhibited Revenge, Yer. 19, as being an Invaſion upon GOD'S 
Prerogative; and directed to a more innocent way of vindicating one's RIF, | 
Ver. ao, by ſuch acts of Kindneſs and Charitable Benevolence, as might 
a2 a Cloſe to the whole Exhortation, Be not overcome of Evil,but overcome 
Avuil with Good. In which He plainly points at the folly and unhappineſa 


1 Inaſmuch as the one apparently lays a Man open to greater Inconveniencs 

than thoſe, which he endeavours to ward off by R. 

the lll - conſequences of thoſe Sins, into which ſuch a turious Paſhon may 
makes a Man perfectly ſuperior to his Enemy; and at the ſame time an ab- 


ſaulted, ſtill to maintain his Charity, and to preſerve his lnnocene. 
And it ſhall be my Endeavour e theſe Topick ,,, 


Us, in Words as clear and as full as poſſible; [ Marth, 5. 44, Ge. J Ipne 


our Enemies, to Bleſi them that Gurſe Us; tn d Gol 80 them that Hate > | 1 


Ug and to Pray for them that Deſpitefully uſe Ur and Fer ſnuts Us,” And 


win upon Us, 


ample. And, leſt any Thing ſhould be wanting that might 


firmities, as to convince us of the Reaſonableneſs and Expediency of eom- 
plying with This our Chriſtian Duty; for which His Authority alone, 


who injoin'd it, might have ſerw'd inſtead of all other Reaſons, 


enough to mollify and melt the very Heart of an Enemy; He adds at laſt, 


of a Vindictive Temper, and the Prudence and Priviled ge of the chncragy's 5 P 
z (which is a Mea - 


ou indeed made only for Offence) ſubjeRing him to his Enemy, _—_ 
dring him a. ſla ve to his Paſſion; and expoſing him to all thoſe Sins, and to 


* 


happen to drive him. Whereas the other, i. e, a Mild and Forgiving Nature, 
ſolute Maſter of himſelf, enabling him, even when he is moſt rudely af- : 1 
+  Firff, To diſſuade and deter you from the Practice of Revenge; by 


making you ſenſible of the great Inconveniences and Hazards, to which _ 
u mult needs ſtand expos d in thus ſuffering your ſelves to be overcome. - - 


ou © VE 
| Y Bil © To which parr of the Argument I ſhell ſubjoin ſome ſpecial Dire- 


Rions, that may help to prevent this fatal Overthrow. And, 
if I can, and win you over to the Fractioe af 


Seconaly, To incite you, 5 tice « 
e eg TFeoerbear- 
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' * Forbearance and Forgiveneſs, by making you equa ly ſenllbl ofthe happy | s 


Advantage of thus overcoming Evil with Good: And to this part of tbe 
Argument I ſnall add ſome farther Reaſons, do ſpur you forwards; and di- 
ect you in the Purſuit of this Noble Victory. FFF 
Hr, I ſhall endeavour to diſſuade and deter you from the Praftice'of 

Revenge, (r. And to this Purpoſe ler it be conſider 7 1 


— 5 
of . 4 * 
2923 


{ - - + rſt, That the Paſſion of Revenge is a Symptom of great Imbecillity . 
| and Weakneſs. For it has been always obſerv'd, and very truly, by ſuch as 
| - have ſtudy d Humane Nature, That rhey who are moſt infirm in Body or 
Mind are moſt apt to be frowardly Angry and Revengeful. Whoever 
| therefore ſhews himſelf to be of this unhappy Diſpoſition, diſcovers in ef- 
fect his own Weak · ſide, and gives his Enemy the faireſt Mark that ean be: 
Hle betrays himſelf at leaſt to want the Courage to bear an Injury, and 
5 therefore he may eaſily be thought | towant the Power to return one, And 
__  » "this whets an Adverfary's Malice, and encourages him to redouble his Blow; 
þ . -where he finds ſuch a quick Senſe of Smart, and ſo little Patience to eu- 
dure ir. And there is this particular Fatality that attends the impatient 
thirſt of Revenge, That it helps to defeat it ſelf; and not only throws a 
Man off his Guard, and leaves him naked to any Aſſault; but often deprives 
him of the Benefit of a good Cauſe, and the beſt Means of his own Vindica- 
tion. Thus, for Example; if any one, thro' the unadviſedneſs of his Paſſion, 
- repels Force with Force, he thereby debars himſelf of that eaſier Redreſs, 
and more valuable Satisfaction, which the Law would have given him; and 
2 is guilty of a Breach of the Peace as well as the firſt Aggreſſor. And if he 
3 who has been wounded by a ſlanderous and opprobrious Tongue, muſt needs 
attempt to revenge himſelf with the ſame unlawful Weapon, both the R- 


[ vilers (for Revilers they are borh) are plainly upon a level; and neither of 
' them can hope to have Rightdone to his own Reputation, without ſubmir- 


j ting to do as much for the other; which is an Office that perhaps neither is 
fond of; and which the one might eaſily have been free from, if he could 
have been content to hold his peace, whilſt he had the other at an Advan- 
tage. So that he who will ineonfiderately purſue his Revenge by ſuch means 
as an Haſty Spirit is wont to dictate, is moſt manifeſtly overcome of Exil, 
|  _ even in this Senſe; That is of the Evil of thoſe Injuries, which he has not 
(tie preſence of Mind to defend himſelf from, nor the firmneſs to abide, 


1.8 nor the conduct to procure any ſuitable Redreſs for. Bur, 


| _ ,» » Secondly, A Revengeful Perſon is overcome. of Evil in-a much worſe 
Senſe than this; not ſo much by the Man who is his Enemy, (as St. Chry- 


1 fofom notes upon the Place) as by the violent Motion of his own rude and 
} _ raging Paſſion of Anger. A Paſſion, that, eſpecially when it is puſn d on by FI ©. 
| -*the eager defire of Revenge, is very impetuous and headſtrong; and but 


too apt to hurry one into any thing that is; Eiil. 
3) And in truth, the Man that has once given up the Reins to ſo: maſter- 
lleſe 4 Paſſion,has tamely parted with rhe-Government of himſelf, and is no 
4 longer a competent Judge of whar is fitting, or decent, or reaſonable, or 
7 _ ©lawtfulro be done So fr from it, that he is of all things prone prepoſte 


n 


ue, Rnc.. I. 2 Cc. 2. + Vie Juve. Sat., I 3. + Chryſoſt. ad Rom. bie m. 23. N 
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y | rouſly colmitate him whom hemoſt heres, and in thoſe very Praſtices toe, 
. which-he moſt complains of, and with the juſteſt Reaſon.  -You ſhall hear 
| him; for Inſtance, making great Out-crys againſt the injurious Treatment 
0 he has met with from his Neighbour ; and yet he wiſhes, he watches wit ß 
4 the utmoſt Impartience, for an Opporruniiy to repay, him his own with uſu- 1 
y 
is 
4 


- . 


ry. | You ſhall hear him lamenting the want of Temper and Charity ãn his- 5 


Adverſary, (and to do it with the greater Pathot) he ſhall be ſure to cxpreſs,” | 
himſelf with all the Uncharitableneſs and Bitterneſs of Spirit imaginable | 
and his Actions ſhall: prove, upon all Occaſions, that his Worde v ere 


r meant in too mach Arneſt. 3 1 2d 2th. 

— And thus the Pretence of his Complaint betomes his on real Sin, ank 

5 leaves him without Excuſe for it, becauſe he does the very ſame Thing that 

d he complains of, or ſomething as bad or worſe: For the Retaliation ſela am 
d falls ſhort of the firſt Injury. His Neighbour perhaps-has been Unjuſt, ar 


Perfidious;: and therefore he is Malicious and Unmercifu) :. His Friend bas 
3 prov'd Ungrateful, and therefore he is Implacable: His Child has pror d 

it Dnqutiful, and therefore he will be Unnatural. As if the more he were pros 
4 volk d by bis Fellow - Creatures, the more he were reſolv d to provoke G; 


's ar as if the great need he hadito ask Forgiveneſs at „ WL” 
mY him the more obſtinate in deny ing it ro his Brethren. 80 fatal a Tendene 
, | | has the fixdHabit'of Revenge'to enſlave Men to an ungovernable Paſſion, | 

ad || many; grievous Sins: and therefore ſuch Men may iq ſeriouſneſs be faidira 
TTT 

is ral Power:af ive - Buty 03 wothiloeg- an i bg prong Lingo Yee = 

e- + - Thirdly, There is fill a worſe, and more deplorable Senſe, (tho%:conſe- 

of quent upon the former) in which-a Revengeful Spirit is overcome of Evits 


t= Overcome, that is, of the Euil Oue, xho is a perpetual Tempter to all man- 

is ner of Evil; and will be ſure to improve ſo fair an Opportunity for. it to 
dd the very uttermoſt: For when a Man has once harbour d Rancour and Mas 
n- | lice.in his Heart, and nurs d it up te an habitual Defire and Study of Re- 


ns venge, he has ſo far given place to the Devil. that it vill be hard to caſt 
* him out again: Nay; he is actually become ſo much of a Temper with hira; 
or that it can be no eaſy matter, for a Mind ſo poſſeſs d, to diſcern between its 


Wc: own proper Motions, and the ſuggeſtions of that wicked Fiend. Bur, to be 

5 ſure, thoſe Suggeſtions can hardly fail of a ready Entertainment and Com- 

ſe | pliance, that prompt him to the Execution of his Revenge, and points him 

- rothe neareſt Merhod ot accompliſhing it, be it never ſo baſe or unworthy, 

ad | wicked or deteſtable. Hence rhe cammon Obſer vation of Witches,andſuch . 
as enter into Confederacy with the Devel, that they are People of a dark, 

ut | fallen, malicious Temper, who have ſo much Wil ro do Miſchief, that they 5 

Ts cannot relt till they get their Power enlarg'd, in ſome proportion to their 

er- Spite; tho' it be upon the deſperare Stabe of their own precious Souls, 

no Hence is it, that Murders are ſo frequently commitred, aud in the moſt in · _ 

or | fidious-and barbarous Manner, without the leaſt ſigus of Horror or Re- 

te. Morſe in Icaly, and all thaſe Countries that are moſt remarkably addicted 

i Revenge. Nay, is it not hence too, that the Senſe of this ery ing Suu 1 
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t Pity, ind tendeses Gies: Forl can aſeribe. it — elſe b me : 
Satanical Infatuation, with which the God of chis Worid hath bliodeJ . 
Mens Minds, that the imaginary- Notion of Honour, or the puſillanimous 
Fear of paſſing for a Coward, or the prevalency of meer Cuſtom ſhould en- 
bolden them, e ee the Laws of Gad and. Man, to Fight and Mur- 
Ker ane another in ſet Duels; and to play the laſt Prize for Damnation, 


te Occaſion, even in Defence of their Country and Religion. In the mean 
time but too apparent, how pernicious a thing it is, to giye Scope and in- 
A to prevailing Habit of Revenge, leſt Satan ſhould thereby. get. 
dvantage of Us; and ve ſhbuld be perfectly overcome of thut Evil 
Ons, and ſubjected to him, as readily to commit any the moſt: horrid At 
o Wickedneſe, rather than leave our malicious Peſigns uneffeQed.-, > 
And now let me appeal to you, what is there that a Man would nat 
Phar! is there that a Chiſtian ought not to do, rather than ſuffer Anf d 55 
be fatally overcome of Evil; to have his Weakneſs perpetually expos'd to 
the Attempts of his-Enemics; to become enſlay d to a boiſterous and un- 
. raly: Paſſion; and to be ſo miſerably preluctd ander che Dominion of Sin, 
_ and the Tyranny of Satan? | 
If therefore I could offer any ching, r of Advice or DireQion, 
Cit - that might help to prevent this fatal Overthrow, or reſcue Men from the 
Mi ſad Effects of it, I hope I ſhould be heard with Patience. And, amongſt 
muany Directions that mighe be given, I chiefly propoſe ſuch as follow. © 
rf, It would be very adviſable, in order to ſtifle Revenge in its very | 
ji Conception, ta keep a ſtridt Watch upon the Paſſion of Anger; eſpecially. 
| 
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upon thoſe ſudden and violent Eruptions of it, which if unreſtraitr d. Would 
urge 2 Man to a haſty Execution, before Reaſon has had time to examine, 
or paſs 2 deliberate Sentence. For what a Man has been ſurpriz d into 


bf Human Nature) to defend reſolutely and need: And the very 
I Senſe and Shame of having done what he cannot anſwer, makes him per- 
ftr in it, and repcat it. So eaſy is it for him to be overcome F Evil, that 
once gives way to it. But above all things it ought to be dur heedful Care, 
not to. cheriſh and encqurage the Reſentments of our Anger; not to ſuffer | 
it to reſt in our Boſoms, to ſleep with us after Sun go down, and to riſe 
- with us next Morning; or to take'up'its fix d Abode vith'us, upon any 
- Golour-of Right, or Prefamprion.« of Reaſon whatſoever, - For, by theſe | 
1 the ſour-Pathon will ſoon form it ſelf into a ſettled Habit of rank 
miſchieveus Malice; not ealy to be diſlog d again. And this is the very - 
Reaſon, of that Caution of our Apoſtle s, Ex. 4. 26, 25. ] Let wot the Sun 
go down upon your Wrath ; neither give place ta tho Devil: ho is ſo 
Subtle and Dextrous at'Miſchieſ, that he Sag to have the leaſt Matter 
iven him to work upon. For the ſmalleft ſpark, if once blown up by him, 
Monona to ſet onfire the whole Courle of Nature; and therefore it ought 5 
b Carctully e deer it uu and (gathers to ki ae wth 5 | 
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vic more unconcernedneſs than perhaps would be ſhewn upon a much bet 


{ _ rafhly and unreaſonably, he is often « tempted (ſuch is. the Perverſeneſ of 
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rue Hand of Providence, which is. — 


de Wrongs that ve Scar For theg may be Bale, Wighed, Park, 


| Co let him karſe; for the xray bidwex him. iWhe foal le Pros: 


\ 


ings to lures awful 
not to faſten our Eyes wich bitter Spite upon the i I 


" Crue), or what we pleaſe to call them: but / Goal is 40 ber 

1 all his ways; nd whatever we ſuffer, (as we goods Je. 
Appeiaetnent or Permiſſion) This we are ſure of, that we have molt 
fully deſerv'd it, let His inſtruments b what, or who,they 8 of rg 


ſtrictneſs, we — much Reaſon to grow vey, nr. aprox our a 


Reaſon againſt the Weapon that hurts us, as againſt rhe Ferſon that ſtrikes 
with 2 both are but laſtruments, (tho a clffergur kind) and. both | 
under the Governance find Roſtraint of Divine Providence. This as the 
Conſideration that ſupported and compag'd holy Jabs Spirit, 5 4 D 
great aud vnerpected Calamities that OG and n er him with 
quanimity to ſay, after he was ſpoi ird of all his Goods, ¶ je 


This was It that quell'd all Dawid impatient: and: xeſenting Th 


v hen he vas fo bitterly revifid, and treated with ſo much Indignity by Shi- | 
mei: He had thoſe — hin, that were ready enongh ta he the E 


tioners of his Revenge; but All that he bad to fay was, LZ Sm. 18,0, 11.4 


W thou done o N n Ti 

Thirdly, It will be very properico e under any uniuriohs Pre- 
vocation , that the Perſon, hom we look upon: a a Treſpaſſer againſt 
Vs, is at the ſame Time a Sinner againſt Se That the Wound which be 


gives his oyn Soul, is more grie vous, and, without Reperitagee, more in- 


curable than any Hurt that he can do Us: That he cannot. eur: even 
tho we ſhould nor purſue him wirh our Revenge ; becauſe he is, oe 
Hands of that God to whows:Fengeance; Eternal Fengeancerbe longer h. And | 
- therefore; if God thinks fit to ſpare and forbear him, why ſhould, we be 


| tranſported beyond all Patience, and preſume to take tlie Matter ont of 
God's Hands into our own? E peoaliyne there is abundantiy more Rea - 


ſon to pity him, than to ſtudy Revenge pom him; ſor we can hardly fHẽð 

im our Hearts to with him more Miſchief; than he ig induſtrious to pull 

down upon his own Head : Nay, and ve ought to have ſome Ręſpect, 1 — 

Pity for Our ſelves toò; left, offending Go by a bold Uſurpazian of his 

| Prerogarive, we alſo fall into the ſame Condemnacon.:... . | 
Furt hly, It will be an Excellent Expedient to ſuppreſa al Tho! bat 


L | Revenge, if we chuſe to confider the Ill Offices-that-we-mees wit 
ſtrictly as Injuries, hut rather as ſo mapy Temptations and „ | 
blocks, that are caſt in bar way, to interrupt the Courſe of our. Virtue. - 
For a8, if taken i in the former Notion they are too apt to urge us to Preci- f 
pitaney and Impatience; fo, when conſider d in the latter, they would ſerve | 4 
8 make us more ſober, and caut ious of falling into ſo obvious a Snare. 


For what if another has done me great Injuſtice, mult 1 therefore part 


vun 1 OLE ue if * be eny ions N W ckerelore , 


The Lord 5 
gave, and the Lord N away ; blaſſed be tha — > os — 
And not Curſed be rhe Sabrans and | Catdeanss, that: kane nrdage me, < 
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* Anttoninae, that might well become any Chriſtion's Mouth,. Whatſa- 


And let the Chyift | 
20 (285 24.16. 125 o hade always # Conſcience aid of "Qopee ame, Geg 15 


1 


FFF 
= ſo 11 i unity, muſt It re it: my Temper aud my . 
rity? injer 57 ſelf, becauſe l dae i e ee 


wy Ne on 2 "hit ſee, that he has been: boo hard for my Patience 
rtue? And ſhall I offend Goa; »>my-Beſt;Friend,';purgty, on hig 


6 pat No! It 58 certainly of al things tbe-moſtggdicylous, to turn 
wicked out of z meer Grudge; and to facrificeimy-lnndcence to One that 


| Is calt away his own already. Whenever therefore we find Our Selves 


gecring, aid in dan er of being over; born by the Strength of any un 


Aer us confirm Our Selves by that Philofophical Saying of 1 


— 


* ever A Ady: body'1 = do or ſay, for my: part, I muſt-take care to he Good: 
add; It. is my Duty, to be ſure, as 2-Chrifian, 


5 Ani towards r on 1 Yagi % art. e | 
_ Pifthly,'To imprint all theſe calmſThaughes abadetphy d oa aur Minds, ; 


15 will be veceffary frequently. to reffect upon / the ſinful Stade. of. gur own 


Soul, and the infinite Hazard we are in, (if & D ſbonld be extraam to 


E what * have done Ami ſi. Let itibę femember d then, that o 
 H'the Süpream Judge and Avengerfof all Unrighteouſneſe; and that He 


ſtangerh befdre the very Door; that the. Time is. not far. off. when Ele will 
take Kxäct Copnizance of All the AA ions of Alen, in order to cecompenog 


them according to their Works, and to the fruit of their Doings... 224 75 


Joel the Senſe of This common Danger: be enough to unite; 


Trecbnbile us; ſurely the Apprehenſion of G "s.terrible judgment ſhould ; 


Mach i ae leaſt not 10 grudge One againſt Another: leſta we be All con- 


dem and not to practiſe· Revenge Obe upon Another, leſt we all drink . 


deep of Vengeance. O therefore, Wholberes Thdu art, be warn d in Time; 
TMdürtal fines Thou art; let not thine Anger be Immortal: Ler not the laſt 
Sum taper thy Wrath: Carry not thy inteterate Malice with ches to 
the Grave. for it will not. leave thee:there It will: ſallow / thee to 
6 O'Ps'dreddful:Tribunal ; where Thou and thine Enemy, divided tho? 
Ye'area preſent, muſt appear One Day together. And Both, tis ro be 5 
fear d. ine qual Confuſion, becauſe Bork liable to the ſame heavy. Doom, | 


even ta qu dg ment without Mercy, for being Varelinting aud Mercileſs to 18 


Fach Other Why chen ſhouldit Thou ſo madly 'purſue.Eyi,; when Thou 
Fur ſueſt it to thy own Inevitable Death? Is ir poſſible Thon, {haul de: 
light to heap Ooals of Fire opon thine: ovn Head, ſuch as are never, never 
= Yuench'd? Is ir-poſhble that the deviliſh Pleaſure of thy preſent Re- 

enge' Thould/be/ſo incompirably-ſweer, that the very,Remembrance of ip 


ſole be ehiovughrro conquer the Senſe af Pain evenio Hell is f6If.}- Ono! 
Phat very envious and malicious Temper, even che Devi/*s.one Likeneſs, © 


which Thou chutoſt tp wear now, ſhall he another, Hell within Thee bere- 
erg when once thou ſhalt be condemn'd for the Miſchief thou haſt done, 
Ad vader of MSP ee of doing 11 more; except it be ee | 
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| ; | iſtence, and freviig again the 60 D- of Heaven, and aligning the Ing 


28 o defeat, an Enemy. He can he 
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ik Gi prada: AS; — thy Tobgye, ereus a” pr 
Hour oft thy Nariviey, and bemqaning the Contmuance of thine -Rxis - Js 


| A hat happy rr ery IV ane, 
And now having viſparcwd rhe Firſt Fart of my Argument, Fproceed + | 
70 the Second Thing propos d. vis. to ineire you, if I can, and with; + 
you over. the Practice of Chriſtian Forbearance and Forgireneſ ; n 
aud of Loving and doing Goad to your very Enemies, by making! you [v-> | 
qually: ſenſible of the hoppy Advantage of thus! Quencoming: Saal win 
„And to this. pur poſe it is to be conſider d N er ri Ro ney 
rt, That the Man, wha is Meek and Merciful, eee and Oblig⸗ Pg 
| ing to his very. Enemies, has by that means ſo much / the Aſcendent over 
them, that without receiving any Impreſſion from. them to bis own- Hurt,: 
he has it almoſt in his Power to mould them ãnto hat he ple aſes, Aude 1 
make em even ſuch as he would wiſh to have tbem ẽ „6“ 
For indeed, as a froward and evengeful Temper is a rend ſign of Pabil- 
lanimity and Weaknels,ſo a mild and merciful Di ion naturally betakens 
Goneroſity and Greatneſs of Mind: IM. Anton. I. IIe B.] It ãs ao piece oft _ 
Manhood at all to be very Angry and Fretfnls, hut Mee kneſs and Gent leneſi, 
as it is mueh more Human anq Civil, ſorit is: much mate Manly too, in the 
Opinion of that Princely Philoſopher aforecited. Iæ js a-Diſpolition this, that 
ſeems plainly ro have the Supefigrity even in Nature: But when it is im- 
prev d upon yirtuous Conſiderations, and begames a confirm'd Habit in the. 
Mind, he does indeed render a Man eminenrly Superior tc, his Adverſaries,?ꝰ 
ſets him eyen aboye the reach of [njurics.; above that uneaſy Senſe of 
them at legs, which make impatient Spirits ſo xeady to fink under them. 
Whereas he that accuſtoms himſelf ſedately to expe Injuries, and reſolu⸗- 
tely to bear them, ſtill preſerving his Temper and his Patience, quite blunt: 
the .Eoge and breaks the force ot em: And all the Artempts that can be. * 
made upon him, become juſt 4s ineffectual; as beating the ſoft Air, which: 
is of too h ieiding a Nature to receive any leußble Mark or Impreſſion from 
the hargeſt Blow. So that the Patient Man has this manifeſt Advantage; 
chat he capnar be much aggriev'd, tho”he be never ſo much injur d: for, | 
28 he is not perfectly inſenfible of a Wrong, ſo the Smart that he feels fromm f 
it is ngt great; no more than He can cafily and with Evenneſs endure: 
And: in this reſpect he is certainly an Over- match forthe maſt ſpite ful aud. 
_ licigus Enemy, For Malice can never be at reſt, but when it has done 
| Miſchief t ſome purpoſe 5 Bot, when, it ſpendt it ſelf in vain, and finds i its 
rm. Efforrs mo! traitleſs and unſucceſo ful, then it turns upon it ſelf; an- 
Preys inwardly, and is a, perpetpgal Torment to the- guilty Mind that aq 
urs with ic. And it is aws ae payer of,a Meek ſpirired an thus 
uffciently (and yet innocently) reveng A 
t him, by, picying his Folly, and deſpiũng his Fury: He can make his very fl 
yes ſure. to (ce.4o much Goodneſs in Oas bg hates: He can gallland ven Hi 
im to the Heart, by 2 generous Return to an un vort y provocation: In N 
hort, Hz can confound him quite, by ſhewing himſelf tor be, in all the 


Pigentiog. n them, much r e the Wir, any dhe Foe, 
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| MF reer and indeed at unlike Recs” BOP ae e bende AK 
this is a Merhod of Revenge approv d and applauded by the beſt Moratifte,” 
n exen not to be like an Enemy, arcording to Antoninus; or to be (2) Go 
and Virtuous One's ſelf, which was 'Diogener His Direction in che Caſe: | 
And (3) Nlatareh lays ir down for a Rule too, If you would vex the Man 
that hates. yon heartily, infleed, that you muſt got make it your buſineſs to 
ropreſent him, as and iaate and Incontinent, a Scurrilous' 
Civil Fellow; bat ſtudy . to approve von ſelf, 28 a Man of Virrve und 
1 Sobriery,and Tru and Probity, and Humanity and Candovr to all whom 
von converſe with. For this 8005 be a ſilent, but a viſible Reproach to 
Ever ye body will be ready to condemn him for envying and malign- 
| ing ſoch — — Worth and Innocence; and even he himſelf (if he has 
any Remains of Shame) will go near to he afham'd, to ſee his own-grofs 
Failings and Imperfections erpos d fo nakedly to the View, auc upon fo 
diſedvantageoiis a Compariſon. 
utherto therefore it appears, That Meckneſs and Patience are more 
than equal for the Combat with Malice and Wickedneſs; and reaſon readi- 
I ſubſcribes to the Prafticablenefs and Expediency'o of this Apoſtelical Rule A. 


Sag sg ug gar TO Proud. 


e Ovrvoming Euil with Grd of poop 
Amigo the more the Rule js praftis'd, and thy tber the practice of it is an 


exten", tne more complear'is the Victory that will attend it. For, if to ſel 
ſee 2 jar © Perſon, when inſulted by outragious Malice, not only pati- ab 
| endl bearing ic, bar quietly paſſing by all other Merhods of Revenge, be. At 


ide that of Noble Contempt; 1 ſay, if ſuch a ſurprizing Sight ns this, Kir 
[ +} "| - gonl barely chuſc bur fill even "Him that did the Injury with ſecret Shame Hoc 
'F _ - and Conta; what Operation may it not be expected to have, when the in! 


ame vndcent and Jajar'd Perſon, not contented only to forbear ind to Pre 


F a his unſociable paſſions, and fit him for your Familiarity and Friendihip. 


forgive, perſues his very perſecutor with Curteſy and. Kindnefs, and en- die 
dea rs to reduce him by all ſeaſonable good Offices, and by all the Over: Pec 
tures of Reconciliation, and Invitations to Friendſhip that he can think of. Ch 
(4) Such refolve.. Goodnefs, ſure, mult be enough to ſubdue the moſt ob- Ser 
ſtinat⸗ 11} nature; or at leaſt, he that can reſiſt (5) the ſubtle and inſinua·¶ tha 
ting Force of ſuch wonderful Love as this, muſt have a Heart, one wovldy giv: 
imagine, made of hardeſt Steel or Stone; — he muſt be a very Monſter © + 


1 of inhnmanity- For were there but᷑ the leaſt mixture of Ingenviry or Ten- nat 


derneſs in his Nature, it could hardly fail of a better Effect; even the ſame] Hay 
that our Apoſtle gives us a reaſonable Aſſurance of in the Verſe foregoing 
my Text, If thine Enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him arink: 
for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals f fre: on hu Head Coils. that when | 
once they come to touch his Heart, will melt him down (be he madeof ne - 
ver ſuch {tubborn Metal) into Eafineſs and Compliance, and refine him from 


And he hat can thus tame one of rhe moſt untractable Paſſions in Hu | 
5 ne! Nature; he thar can 0 Thus make a | Friend of a Foe, does indeed cer i 
757 in { 
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364 into the Bargain. For the Lovelineſs of that Virtue which has won 


aſe: bim thus far, and the Prevalency af rhar Example which has already cr 4 


dan | him of the Malice that he bore to a Perſon who ſo litt le deſerv d it, Nl be - 
: to || of equal Service, it may be hop d, to canvince him in all other Cafes, That 
Jn. | Hatred and Revenge are upon no Terms to be tolerated in Chriſtian, - In 
and Jas much as all Chriſtians, as ſuch, are av nearly and as ſtrictly allied, as ar 
n che Members of the fume Body ; and ar therefore ablig d, by virtue of 


eo | their mutual Sympath 1 to put on Bowels of Mercy, Kinkdneſs, Humble- 


gu- ne * Mind, VMeekneſs and Long-ſuffering one towatds another. And the 
has || Treatment of this kind, which he himſelf unexpectedlyj met with, when he was 


-ofs | the Treſpaſſer, will (it ſhould be preſum'd be always ſufficient to induce him 
miſt him; never for- 


\ ſo | to ſhew the ſame Tenderdels to choſe that treſpaſs agam 
£ getting: Chri#: his Saviour, .who purchas d the Gill Par Pardon of. all bis Sins 4 
ore | for him ar God's Hand; nor his Chriſtian Brother, who ſo frankly for- 
wat gue him, and ſo generouſly oblig'd him, when the caſe was once his own. 
ale | A happy Iſſue this, when ſo it proves of an unfartunate Beginning | 


And a: pleaſing Proſpect doubtleſs it muſt be to the Meek, the i wy 


and the Patient Soul, whenever the Enemy, approaches, to perceive: him- 


12 able to 
Attacks that can be made upon him: Napy, to perceive that vithout ſtri- 
king a ſingle Stroke, or ſaying one Word, he can be moſt ſweetly and in- 


— 


in his Conſtancy. And 


dieſt Oppoſition of an Enemy by pure dint of Courteſy and Kindneſs; ef: 
J pecially when there is ground to hope, that the true Principle of Chriſtian 
f. Charity may at the ſame time be infus d into his Breaſt, and become t 
- ob- | gentle Guide of all his future Practice. And is it not matter of juſt Triumph, 
- *- || that GOD ſhould give ſuch Power unto meer Men: (to him be the Glory 
; given) of thus: overcoming Evil with God? But, 
' Secondly, It is farther to be vo er d, That tho the Patient Man. ſhould 
nar be ſo perfectly Victorious over his Enemies, or the Victory ſhould not 
el have all the goad Effects upon them that might be expected, yet he is ſtill 
ingl ſure to preſerve the entire Command of himſelf; and, if he makes a righe 


as well as Satisfaction from it. 


un Account, for a Man to govern himſelf fieadily under Prorocatiops, 
Land to withſtand the too Natural Inſtigations to Revenge: For he that is 
Pow to Anger, ſays he, [Prov. 16. 32. J ij better than the Mighty, and he 
that ruleth his. Spirit, than heithat taketh a City. Becauſe it is the Cate 
and Buſinefs of This Good Man to reſtrain thoſe boiſterous Paſſions, which 


| puer hehe h Convert, toda good Gee him. | 


to | ſelf to 3 it. were in an Eminence above him; and that he is ſtill 
| eep himſelf quiet and undifturb'd, notwithſtanding all the 8 


nocently:Reveng'd ; only by continuing firm to his Duty, and unſhaken .. 
it muſt needs enhance: this\Pleaſure, to conceive sg 
probable Hopes of ſoftniog the rougheſt Paſſions, and vanquiſhiog the ſtur- . 


t uſe of the Opportunity that hs has in Hands, he may reap great Bene 
For in the firſt place, It is donn dernbls Toftance of Virtue in Solte : 


175 in en Warlike Teploity are wont to-be lex looe, and become the Abecr- - 
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de of Wiebe ö, den Aa Cees the ns ee 


E Prev 19. 1 r.] The Diſcrerion of Man deferrethᷣ his Anger, an it is his 
Glory to paſs over a Franſfgreſſion ; i. e. It is the Effect of chat prudence 
Command 1 75 Hi "over himſelf; and, as Land ir is 0 woe 
-mendable, s an HN N NE. 14 id. 
And, as the g Goverment of 2 Man's elf, NY a-Miftery. over his 
on palſiehs; is it elf a virtuous Attainment, fo tis à Save. guard to his 
other Virtues, and a great Preſervative to bis Innocenbe; eſpecially when 
he happens to meet a diſingenuous Provocation, or ſome very baſe and 
werk, Treatmeiit . For, if in that Critical Juncture a Man be not well 
upon his Guard, he may eafly be tranſported beyond his Temper, and 
beyond the Bounds bf Duty. Whereas; if he has been us d to keep hit 
Paſſiont under an habitual Curb, and to hold the Reins ſtrict in his Hands, 
ae is at Liberty, hen any ſuch Occaſion preſents it ſelf, to conſider it 
coolly and deliberately: He is at Leiſure to ſtrip the Injury of thoſe ag · 
gravating Circumſtances, in which it uſually appears at the firſt View; 
and he wants not the Preſetice of Mind to-make the beſt. Advantage of 


what was meant; tis like, for an e but, by auser enen, 
5 may be improv'd: into'a Good one.“. 


To moke this plainer be Example: 5 Perhaps: 4 is Nothing almoſt, 
unt can grate harder upon an ingenudus Spirit, or an innocent Heart, 
thin Obloquy or Caluminy, that is undeſerved; when a Man's Integrity 
is cauſeleſly brouglit in Queſtion: When his Good Actions are induſtri- 


| ouſly:Mifrepreſented: When he is maliciouſly charg'd with what he 


knows Nothing of, but only that be is Innocent: and, when upon this 
groundleſs Aceuſation, he is expo d to popular Hatred, (if in a Publick 


Station) or to the Diſlike or IIl- opinion of his neareſt Friends and Ac- 


quaintance (if in a Private Condition:) I ſay perhaps there is not a Pro- 
vocation more unea ſy and grievous to be born than this. And yet the Man 
that is provided of the needful Furniture of Chriſtian Patience, and that 
Pailive 'Valour;- which a good Conſcienee only can give One in the Day 


| of Frial, will be enabled to paſs even through this ſevere: Ordeal, and 
come off ar laſt Honourably and Triumphantly; His Innocence'is à per · 


raal vpring of Comfort within him; and therefore he will heit her be 


_ immotlerately caſt down; nor provok'd, by the Indignities that he ſuf · 


fers. He has too much Firmneſs and Reſolution, and too Conſcientious 


a @ Senſe: of his Duty, to be driven from it by any Diſcountenance or Di- 


couragemear of Others; much leſs will he meanly deſert, it, and flinch 
from it, out of meer Reſentment, and the Ill-digeſtion of the Injuries which 


ee has been forc d to ſuallob. No! He will rather look upon this to be 


the proper Field to ſhew bis Courage and: his Conduct in: And there- 
forè he will muſter up the whole Force of his Reaſon, and call in the 


_ 


* / 


EY *; et. = 


hereas edel b 
4 brutal Force,” or ſome Art invented to mike the Havock of War more 
- dreadful,” avid KfvreGftible; the Other is purely owing to ſtendy Conduct 
and well. weigtr d Deliberation, For as the "Wiſe man obſerves again, 
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| be quite paſy'd'overs. In the mean 


and not doubting but the Time: will come at laſt, when: Detractiom and \' |: 
Slander ſhall: be glad to hold their Tongues, and hide their Hęads; - 


elſe farc d: with much Reluctace to confeſs, That that Virrue muſt needs 
ve genuine, which has been ſo much exercis d, and ſo ſeveyely: sry d, and 


IA till appears, like the Gold out of the Furnace, ſo much the brighter aad 
er his the purer. And this is the advantageous Uſe, the happy improvement. 


. P * 
j 5 . 


to his which he that is as reſol tely Patient, as he is Virtuous and Innocent, will 
when | make bf an Occaſion the leaſt premiſſing for Good of any other —- 
4 And whoſoever is endu d with any good meaſure. of Patience, 


n 


— 


Enemy; whether he is accus d by him, or not accys'd by him; or whe- 
ther truly, or falſly. If he is accus'd, and with too much Reaſon and 


told me as much before: How. often have I been ſecret. y upbraided in 
my own thought for this very Thing? And now it. comes to my turn to be 
w ; | more openly reproach d for it, why ſhould I take. ĩt ſo very hainouſſy ? 
ge of | even tho? it be from an Enemy: Or why ſhould I deem him an Ene- 
nent, | my, whom God hath appointed to be in the Gead; of. d. Friend; tb taxime 
I bome with a Fault, which my Friends perhaps were too tender af repro- 


moſt, ving, or too ſnhy of mentioning? However, I vill extract the Good for | 


cart, | my own Uſe, and leave the Evil Intention, if any there were; with him 


grity | char it belongs to: If he be my Enemy, Iam reſalwd nevertheleſo to be the 
aftri-F better for him; and if did he mean me Ill, I ſhall moſt gertainly:defear him: 
the for he ſhall never more have Opportunity to caſt this Failing in my Teeth, 


i 


this till I have ſerioufly and thorroughiy repented of it.... 
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blick] On the other band, if he be accus d vithout apy apparent Reaſon, or 


— 


Ace- juſt Ground, he will comfort himſelf fill-in his gn Innocence; but ex 


Pro-f| he will not throw the Accuſation by. in Diſdain; as being. altogether Uſe- 
Man] fs as welb as Groundleſs. He will firſt examine himſelf ſtrictly, vhether 
thac any Action of his has given Colour to Suſpigiop,..or, Handle 20 Miſ. inter- 


Day pretation: and, tho' he ſhould find none ſuch, yer he will chiok-it.imports \ -. 
and him to be very cautious for the future. And then, he will call himſelf to 


per- Account a Second time for thoſe real Faults, which. he is. conſciqus to 
r be himſelf of; and which if his Enemy knew, he wauld be ſure to bring up- 
ſuf · ¶ on the Stage, and expoſe to publick Notice, . Theſe therefore he will take 
tious ] Care to correct and amend if time, leſt, upon ſome more unuelcome Dif 
Un- covery, they ſhould bring him Shame and Trouble hereafter, | And even 


inch} cho' his Enemy ſhould have hitherro found no Occafion to accuſe him, nor 


hichf laid hold of any to traduce him, yet the very Apprehenſion that the 


e be Eye of an Enemy (fo ſharp-fighted to ſpy. whac 4s, amjlz}-is coorually x 


nere · upon him, will, in point of Prudence, oblige him to comport himſelf with 


the all poſſible. Decorum, and carefully to abſtain from all appearance of Evil: 
ory chat ſo Malie it ſclf, when moſt di pos d te Miſchief, may mant cen the 
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more Duty in all Points with the utmoſt Exatnedy and, CircumipeQion;--des * 
pending upon Time and Providence for a fuller. Vindication af himſelf; 


he liſt, make this, or the like · Advantage of the Spire and IlIl-will of his 


Truth, he will lay bis Hand upon his Heart, and ay,, My Conſeience has 
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ſtances, as well as others that might be given, it is evident enough, that 
the Meck and Patient Chriftiad, who, amidſt all Inſults and Jojuries, (61! 
preſerves the Command of himſelf entire; has great Opportunities off ./ 
Exercifiag and Improviog his Virtue; and of dexterouſly applzing tha 
to his n Advantage, which perhaps was Miſchievoully and Malicionſly 's 
levell'd againſt him. And this is 'rhe happy Privilege which he always, 
has, and which No- body can take from him, — Dodd aiith 
| Good); and, by the powerful Aid of Divine Grace, even extracting Good 
And now I have faid what occur'd to my Thoughts concerninꝑ this Ar. 
{| - gumenr; referring you; in paſſing, to the Teſtimony of ſome of the be 
EE Hearhen Writers; nor for Confirmations Hake, (for that the Apoſtle s Au 
Ba thority wholly ſapercedes) but only to ſhe w, that even Natural Reaſon, when 
hie judges with any Care or Application, very freely gives it Suffrage of Con- 
| ſent and Approbation to one of the moſt difficulc Duties in the whole 
Chriſtian Religion. And, after having given you the Proſpect of fo Noble 
Victory, permit me only ro add ſome few Reaſons and Motives, to ſpur 
pon forward, as well as direct you in the Purſuit of it, and I have done. 
© Firſt, Leſt, by being unprepar d for the Onſet, we ſhould unhappily fall 
ſhurt of the Victory, ir will be neceſſary to take the World, as it is, for a 
Place that is full of Miſchief and 'Wickedneſs ; and to conſider Virtue and; 
Vice, as ancient Oppoſites; and Good and Evil., as perperual Comba- 
tants therein. From vhenes the true Coneldſion will be, That it is a 
vain Thing for any Man to hope, to ſteer quiet and unmoleſſed through 
To rough and dangerous a Sea. And, (to apply ſome of the Words of a 
Celebrated Author, himſelf ſufficiently toſß d upon theſe Waves) The] c 
* beſt Provifion that Men can mgke for their Voyage, beſides a laſting] 6 
* Stock of Innocency, and a firm Truft in G O D, that He will never fat 
fer that Innocency to be utterly oppreſs'd, is, an ExpeQarion of the]; 
* Guſts and Storms of Rumeur, Detraction, and Envy; anda Reſolu-| , 
tion not to be over- ſenſible of all Calumnies, Unkindneſs or Injuſtice; 
s bur to believe, That the beſt way of convincing Scandals, is, by neg-|. 
% lecting them, to appear not to deſerve them. And, ſince this is a Pur- p 
gatory that muſt be pafs'd through, a Conflict that cannot well be avoi- 
ded in the faithful Diſcharge of our Duty, that the beſt way of Over- 
_ eoming Evil, is to do Good, and perſevere in it; and that This is the 
Triumph, which the Chriſtian ſhould prefer before all other Trophies. 
Seconaly, This Perſuation once well fix'd in the Mind, it will be fit to 
de remember d, thar the Injurious Treatment, and Malicious Oppoſit ion r 
which Good Men muſt expect to meet with in their Paſſage through the 
World, is at once, a Gallant Exerciſe for ther Virt 
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AU Cheap and Fafy 1 and render the Commendation that belongs to ir 
| as ſmall as che Diff £ that attends it ;, and reduce the Proof to Little, 
or Nothi! 

Virtuous t6 be expos'd to many Inconveniences, and terrible Conflicts in 
the Courſe of their Duty; this enures their Virtue to Diſcipline, and elps 
to refine and perfect ir. And if they art able to ſuſtain the Combat win 
200 Courage, and p 78 N eee unte kee. This proves beyond a 
5 ſtion, FI they ar 
is Ar: ape of a Ncere Loye to G OD „ and a f d Truſt and Afflance i in bim. 
e be And it is obſervable, that Plato > Ebimfule. in order to aſſay and prove © 
'S Af . Virtue . is tru ily Genuine, makes it requiſite, that an Ionocent Pere 
hen ſon ſhou ne under ſome heavy Imputation In ß Guile; and that, when 
Con- thus put to ſton concerning . Innocence, he thoul old nor grow 
hole] tender, * Mac for fear of that Infumy with which he is ang leaded, 
Noblel but continue ſteadfaſt and unmoveable even unto Death. In which tis 
ſpur probable he might have the Example of, Socrates, the Famous Heathen 
done. Marryr, (if I may ſo call him) in his Eye. And if a Heathen could think 
Zul it Requiſite or: Reaonableto {ubmir to ſo ſevere a Trial, how much more 
y fall] could rhe Chriſtian; whele Life, by ſolema Vow, is“a State of perpe- 
fora cual Warfare; and whoſe 74 is the Croſa; and vhoſe whole Religion 


e and i Diametrically, Oppoſite to t 

mba · ¶ Practices of a icked World. 

( 6.20 Thirdly, It may very ficly be urg daa farther incitement to us, that in | 
ough this very Thing, i.e. in doing Good and ſuffering Evil with Reſolution and 
| of a Courage, and in Overcoming the Latter by the Power of the Former, a 
The] chriſtian ought to diſtinguiſh himſelf abore other Men; that in this his 


be proportionably enlarg d. = love thoſe Labs. 36.7 that love tu, is but 
f the} a mean Attainment in Compariſon; for even Sinners do, the ſame: But, to 


ice; | the molt Ill-deſerving, This is 3 moſt Exalted Pitch of Goodneſs. [Chryſoft, - 
neg - ad Rom. Hom. 22.]. When thar which would have tired an ordinary Man's 
P ur- Patience, and baffled his Reſolution, is made the occaſion of Victory and 
avot- Triumph; Thisis the mighty Power of God; This is the Race whoſe Goal 
_ is Heaven; This is a Spectacle for Angels, fays St. 0p ſtom upon the 
tie place. 3 
phies. - And our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf made no leſs, but * 2 higher Acroune | 


of Certainty. But now, when it is the common Lot of the 55 | 


irtnons upon | 1 le; upon the fable Prin- - 


Mazims and Manner, the Policies and 


wy Glory and PerfeRion do chitfly conſiſi; and for this will his Recompence 82 | 


ſolu-} return Love for Hatred, and Good for. Evil, to be Kind and Benefieient 46  _ 


of it: For after He had given his particular Command, that we ſhould love 


fit tof u Enemies, &c. ¶ Mat. 5. 44. Be adds, to create a pious Emulation in us, 
| CVer. 45. ] That ye may be the Children of your Father which is in Heaven, - 
2 the Who does Good in {pighr of : all Provocatin, tothe molt Unthankful and Inju- 
Per — — — — — 
i L. 2. de R. To mY eriam rot, in Marth. ; 12. 
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* Hand of God, Let us. pal; Him, that, "ents Hurd {ſuch Contradi37 1 
Sitters agent Himſulf*" Let us confdertht Noble Partern ther Hehay: 
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